	PROJECT: Graduate Study Research

	INTRODUCTION: 

	For many students the option of graduate school is a foregone conclusion. Some of you are looking at continuing your education immediately; others intend to wait a while. But which school and program is the right one? What coursework should you pursue? This project provides an opportunity for you to familiarize yourself with graduate school options by examining admissions requirements, admissions procedures, courses of study, and placement statistics.

Especially for those of you who are looking into Graduate School within the next year, this project as well as the Graduate Study Application – Project will prove helpful.

	INSTRUCTIONS:

	Read Chapter 21 in the textbook. 

Your finished project should fulfill ALL of the requirements below.

A. Why Graduate Study? Write a one-page analysis of why you are considering attending graduate school. Describe the type of job you are seeking after you complete your graduate degree. Discuss your background, qualifications, and probability of getting accepted. Discuss the cost including tuition, books, housing, etc. and how you will address these financial needs.  Thoroughly discuss all four discussion points.
B. Which School? Identify three graduate schools to which you might consider applying. Do extensive research on each school. Be sure to look at admission requirements, course catalogs, financial aid, and placement statistics. Create a chart that compares the programs by cost, financial aid, duration, location, test score/GPA requirements, prestige, placement success, any factors that will influence your decision to apply and the school’s decision to admit you. Identify at least eight factors to compare. Make sure you include application deadlines and any required testing.  Be sure to discuss each of these points for each of the university programs that you are considering.
C. Test Planning: List the date that you plan to sit for any required admissions tests. What are your plans for preparing? Will you be using a test coaching service such as Kaplan? If you have already taken the test, include your scores and describe how they compare to the requirements of the program. Discuss your personal testing process and how the results or anticipated results are consistent with your previous academic performance levels.
D. Program Plan: Select the one school that interests you the most at this time. Look at a specific course of study at this school. (Do this term-by-term, based upon the school’s catalog and your academic background.) Think about international study, internships, and other recommended options. Discuss how and why you plan to participate in various options.


	TURN IN:

	1. One-page analysis of reasons for going to graduate school.  Discuss the type of job, your qualifications, and how you plan to pay for the cost.
2. Comparison chart of three schools

3. Your plans for testing

4. Program Plan for selected school


